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Tespere gue volre gtiente a ete agreable et pas trop froide ou movillee. Hey, vous vous etes rendis!
Brave pour 1a patience...

Allo Kico,

En rentrant a Porttand, i branie dans le manche pendant 24h, et i'ai finalement decide de revenir a
Olympia e} de passer Fhiver ick. Bt C'est trop agreable, en m'en venant je me suls faite remasser par l=
cinguleme char qui est passe dans un spot assez minable, c'etalt un pere et un fils dockers qui m'ont
amenee direct 2 Olymipia en dialoguant sur les forks du free market et de Padministration Bush el miont
donne un jus et un sandwich. Puis j'al crise mes amis d'Olympia par hasard sur la rue, tout k2 monds
etait content de me vois; {ai rencontre des gens ultra-sympathiques et j'ai passe la soiree et la nuit a laire
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The long short story of yesterday Retour vers issages |
Elise Guérin-Bou 2009-10-26
£ Jackson Peponiie

Hi again!

I don't know If you even find time to check your €-mails In the middle of all this touring
up and down the continent craziness, but I feel like writing to you again anyway. Hey!
I'm back in Olympia! It's raining, incredibly dark and gloomy (streetiights were still on at
8h30 this marning...), and oh, no other place on Earth can inspire such joyful fealings!
You knaw what, I think I was wrong about being tired of hitchhiking. Let me tell you a
short happy story about that,

Yesterday, 1. got held up at the border for a iong time coming off the ferry and ended up
with a departure form that aliows me only three weeks in the US and that I need to
surrender when I exit the country. When asked to justify it, the border agent said he had
"eoncerns” because T wasn't working at the moment, after refusing multiple times to call
my boss to verify that T was employed by Emergo. He also repeated multiple times that
he had had "problems with girls from Monireal™ who came into the US to work illegally in
California "and stayed with their boyfriend or something™. T got out of that an hour later
in a strange mix of feeling shaly, angry, cranky and depressed and, needless to say, I
had missed all of the traffic coming off the ferry. I didn't even want to hitchhike at alt in
this mood, but it was also Sunday, Day of the Lord for Clallarm Transit, so no busses, so 1
didn't have much choice in the matter. I set out on the uphill walk out of Port Angeles; it
“was, unsurprisingly enough, raining.

After about half an hour, I started wondering how fong it would take me to get out of
town i no one picked me up and consequently, if I was even going to make it to
Olympia. And then, a car pulled over, belonging to the loveliest of all real estate agents,
@ woman in her early fifties named Jeanine who had twe rescued dogs in shared custody
with her ex-girlfriend, two sister cats named Oly and Sula (get it?) and the kindest smile
aver, She brought me to Sequim and called up a friend who lived there to ask her if 1
could spend the night at her place if ever I couldn't get a ride to Olympia before -
nightfall. "But I'm sure you'll get a ride right away", she said. It all made me feel
immensely hetter and I walked out of her car with'a smile, set down my bag on the
shoulder of the onramp and raised my thumb to the two first upcoming cars... And the
second one pulled over, with license plates from Oregon! Tt was another extremely nice
single woman named Michelle, a morfgage broker turned reiki therapist. She was long-
term babysitting three seven year-olds from other single hippie moms gone out to
varigus hippie long-term errands down the coast, but had left the househaold under the
care of her fourteen year old to go to the funeral of a close friend who died the previous
week in a car accident. Needless to say, she was quite sad and told me she wouid listen
to a book on tape to occupy her mind while she was driving. 1t lasted about ten minutes,
she really couldn't focus on i, so we started telling each other all about our lives... We
tatked about our childhoods and gender roles in our families, about giving and receiving
love or just attention to people, about racism, opportunities, life. She brought me alf the
wiay to 4th and Plum and we chatted for five more minutes in the parking lot, Turns out
her son is in the process of writing a video game about choices that people make in life,
and 1 took the liberty of giving her your e-mall adress for him, so you might receive mail

Oh well, that wasn't exactly a short story, now I must really go do other things, and Fm

sure you do, too. 5o farewell, drive safe, don't ever deai with a borcler agent mrnes:l
L‘ ulve: and see you soon!
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